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For a good bargain online

Online shopping need not rob you of those ittractive deals on bulk purchases.

Web sites now allow you to become part of 2 group with exactly that in mind.

ANUSHYA MAMTORA

oW many times have you
teamed up with friends to

]

1

shop at the local bazaar, buy- |
i e pow: P2
ra iscount? Or even now: Placin
better, bought 50 copies of a bestseller for all bulk orders y
your classmates who were on owning and getting
one, and ended up with a great deal or evena tt .
gift e attractive
The ‘bulk buying' concept has now gone deals on the
online to new ventures launched Net. — mmoorTHY

retail enthusiasts and the power of social
networking. Web sites now allow online
sh persmindulgeinsgoupbuyingbyidem
like-minded shoppers on the site.
They can click and choose the products of
their choice and avail themselves of dis-
counts of up to 80 per cent.
Such group-based social e-commerce

buying services appear to be touching offa |
newsho

pping trend in the country,
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‘Web sites have loped simple yet
innovative models that the shopper’s ’What ~
inherent desire to look out for good deals. makes it

While l:ailwda site follownitsof:nfor— even

mat, such shopping is geared to forming
gmupsonlinewi‘t’hmfwmberwﬂheWebniu better for

50 s to get a great deal,

‘While MyDala displays its deals for the
day, which require a minimum number of
takers in 24 hours for all of them to avail

shoppers is
the

themselves of the deal, others such as Shop-
pingReps allow consumers to be part of number of
such as Dell Inspiron 15, where mem- prOdUCtS
mho want to buy a laptop join the group d
forabulkdiscount. ~ 8 an 1
wilough the majarity of group-buying B services
B e o st e . kol S
ing you to visit re pel 0 s i thei t i H
buy thnegproduct you bargained for. 'l¥ney From gadgets to shoes, cars to washing footfalls, access to new customers and the i’:zzvﬂmh.u:b anlbelpaliscy e Sh;“ mhz:sv:; i;ncru;ni:g“fiemnd ShOP for in
‘collect ions from randomly chosen hines, farm machines to language cours-  site helps build their reach and loyalty. ‘Udhayakumar Chi of www.Shop- for p:ismunwd educational courses and this
group members for their respective groups. e, beauty treatments to salsa classes, restau-  We've seen incredible enthusiasm aMONg  1inoRens.com says, “In 3:: past 10 months, bikes from the student community.
Each group has its own pool of quotes sub- rant vouchers and lots more, one has plenty gur busix:’ec:k partners. We are f‘f’rﬁ;“”qh::l we have promoted the site on several mar-  The service is set to be offered in other fol’mat
i ringing deals to our customers from

of options to choose from, depending on the
Web site.

businesses that provide the best of what our

keting fronts. There are currently 1,700 reg-

istered users and they raised around

cities as well. The Delhi-based MyDala is
launching in Mumbai and Bangalore ear]

from the pool serves them back to the While this spells good news for buyers, for cities have to offer: restaurants, spas, shop- 250 purchase intentions. We have been able  this year and other cities will follow. Ud-

respective groups.’ the gmduct or service owners, known as  ping, events and recreation.” to form several groups and dgroup h of Shoppil hopes to ex-
‘vendors’ or ‘merchants,’ the Web site serves members to submit the quotations collected pand to other cities in India, the US and

THE WHOLE GAMUT asagood platform to ensure minimum sales. GROWING NUMBERS from their local stores. More students are European countries after trials in Chennai

‘What makes i better forsh isth Anisha Singh, Founder-CEO, mydala.com The response to this sho&ing format has joining our band these days.” and other South Indian cities.

number of products and services one can explains, “The local businesses we promote been encouraging. Singh that since the While MyDala has seen a lot of takers for ~ Haggling sure has gotten a makeover!

shop for in this format.

get tremendous visibility, paid customer

site’s launch in November 2009, it has sold




